
POLITICALPARTYCARERCOMMITMENTCHECKLIST

1. Fine Gael has committed to increasing Carer's Allowance by €25 over the term of the government.
2. Fine Gael has committed to the recruitment of 3,840 primary care workers to include allied health professionals - occupational 
therapists, physiotherapists, dementia advisers and mental health professionals.  
3. Sinn Féin are proposing a major infrastructure programme to make all public transport services fully wheelchair accessible. They 
propose significant investment to replace non-wheelchair accessible vehicles in Bus Éireann, construct wheelchair accessible bus stops 
and undertake accessibility works to bus stations, railway stations and the train fleet over the term of government.  
4. Sinn Féin has committed to providing greater tax justice and protecting the lowest earners and are happy to meet FCI after the Dáil is 
reconvened to discuss our specific proposals.
5,6,7. Labour agree in principle with pledges 1, 2 and 5, however are unable to commit to these pledges until they are fully costed against 
changing economic conditions. Labour are happy to further discuss the details of these specific pledges and work together towards 
achieving them in the coming future.
8. The Green Party’s manifesto includes a commitment to ‘recognising the immense contribution of carers to Irish society by raising both 
the basic rate of payment of Carer’s Allowance and the scheme’s earnings disregard’.
9. The Green Party manifesto commits to ‘review and increase resources in therapy service areas that impact many people with disabilities’ 
and ‘Implementation and adherence to the existing Disability Act which places a statutory obligation on the HSE to begin an assessment 
for disability within three months, and complete the assessment within another three months, of an application being made’.
10. Social Democrats have committed to overhaul and modernise the financial compensation system to family carers, and while they 
haven’t committed to precise figures, the party believes that such an overhaul would encompass changes in the areas named by Family 
Carers Ireland.
11. As part of the full implementation of Sláintecare, the Social Democrats are committed to free GP care for all in the context of a universal 
healthcare system. 
12. Social Democrats have committed to improving financial supports for disabled transport users.
13. This is included within the Social Democrats commitment to overhaul and modernise the means testing and financial compensation 
received by family carers.
14. Social Democrats commitment to fully implement Sláintcare would ensure that people who need medical care are seen on the basis of 
need.

Family Carers Ireland has contacted each political party asking them to 
indicate whether they will commit to any or all of the 10 pledges set out in our 
GE2020 manifesto should they be elected to the next Government. The 
following table provides a summary of their responses. Please note that the 
numbers included in the table correspond to the footnotes below and further 
explain the party’s policy position.




